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PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF LINCOLN 

Worship Plan for Sunday, November 16, 2025 

Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 

 

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 

are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

C:  Amen 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

Most merciful God, 

We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 

as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your holy name. Amen 

 

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us 

all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of 

the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen 

 

GATHERING HYMN:  LBW #453 “If You But Trust in God to Guide You” 
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GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

 
KYRIE 
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SING HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray. . . . 

Lord God, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit that, always 

keeping in mind the end of all things and the day of judgment, we may be stirred up to 

holiness of life here and may live with you forever in the world to come, through your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 

FIRST LESSON: Malachi 4:1-2a 

 

Malachi, whose name means “my messenger,” warns that “the day is coming.” On that 

day, the evil will be destroyed like stubble in a fire, but the “sun of righteousness” will 

shine on those who honor God. 

1 See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will 

be stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will 

leave them neither root nor branch. 2a But for you who revere my name the sun of 

righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings. 

 

Here ends the reading. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 98 

 

TODAY’s THEME:  In righteousness shall the LORD judge the world.  

 1 Sing to the LORD a new song, 

  for he has done marvelous things. 

 2 With his right hand and his holy arm 

  has he won for himself the victory. 

 3 The LORD has made known his victory; 

  his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations. 

 4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, 

  and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.  

 5 Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; 

  lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 

 6 Sing to the LORD with the harp, 

  with the harp and the voice of song. 

 7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

  shout with joy before the king, the LORD. 

 8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, 

  the lands and those who dwell therein. 
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 9 Let the rivers clap their hands, 

  and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD,  

        when he comes to judge the earth. 

 10 In righteousness shall he judge the world 

  and the peoples with equity.  

 

SECOND LESSON: 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 

 

Some members of the Thessalonian community, because of their belief in the nearness of 

Christ’s return, had ceased to work, living off the generosity of other members of the 

community. The writer of this letter warns them bluntly that if they want to eat, they need 

to work. 

6 Now we command you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to 

keep away from every brother or sister living irresponsibly and not according to the 

tradition that they received from us. 7 For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate 

us; we were not irresponsible when we were with you, 8 and we did not eat anyone’s 

bread without paying for it, but with toil and labor we worked night and day so that we 

might not burden any of you. 9 This was not because we do not have that right but in 

order to give you an example to imitate. 10 For even when we were with you, we gave you 

this command: anyone unwilling to work should not eat. 11 For we hear that some of you 

are living irresponsibly, mere busybodies, not doing any work. 12 Now such persons we 

command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their 

own living. 13 Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right. 

 

Here ends the reading. 

 

VERSE 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 21:5-19 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 21st chapter. 
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As history moves toward God’s fulfillment there will be frightening signs and events. 

Before the end, believers will draw strength from their relationship to God and will be 

given the words they need to testify and to endure without fear. 

5 When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones 

and gifts dedicated to God, [Jesus] said, 6 “As for these things that you see, the days will 

come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.” 

 

  7 They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is 

about to take place?” 8 And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray, for many will 

come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not go after them. 

  9 “When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified, for these things must 

take place first, but the end will not follow immediately.” 10 Then he said to them, “Nation 

will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom; 11 there will be great earthquakes 

and in various places famines and plagues, and there will be dreadful portents and great 

signs from heaven. 

  12 “But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand 

you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors 

because of my name. 13 This will give you an opportunity to testify. 14 So make up your 

minds not to prepare your defense in advance, 15 for I will give you words and a wisdom 

that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. 16 You will be 

betrayed even by parents and siblings, by relatives and friends, and they will put some of 

you to death. 17 You will be hated by all because of my name. 18 But not a hair of your 

head will perish. 19 By your endurance you will gain your souls.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

 

PROCLAMATION OF THE DAY 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: LBW #23 “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” 
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APOSTLES’ CREED   

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.* 
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On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

THE PRAYERS 

 

Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who are 

in need. 

A brief silence. 

God of roots and branches, defend the leaders of your church as they proclaim the gospel 

using discernment, wisdom, and brave testimony. Keep all the baptized on righteous 

paths in response to Christ’s call. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of roaring seas, in a world of earthquake, famine, and plague, use your mighty 

power to nurture the land and all that lives upon it. Restore peoples and places 

experiencing natural disasters (especially). Strengthen organizations who provide aid to 

any in crisis. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of victory, among quests for power, guide those in government, courts, law 

enforcement agencies, and the military. Turn them from war and violence to actions of 

care that build up the common good. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of healing, where injustice and exploitation result in populations that are 

marginalized or underserved, accompany those abandoned by friends, hurt by family, and 

harmed by violence or oppression. Care for all who are ill, anxious, or in pain of any kind 

(especially). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of new songs, in a congregation of faithful believers, energize us for compassionate 

service and delight us through worship and inspired prayer. Encourage your people in 

building equitable community where all are valued. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Abba Father, in our busy lives we don’t take the time away from the distractions of this 

world to speak with you as we should, hear now the prayers that we offer in the silence of 

our hearts.   A brief silence.   Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of every generation, we remember the saints with steadfast love and faithfulness 

(especially). Confident in Christ’s victory over death, may we be inspired by the example 

of the faithful. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace and unyielding 

love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C:  And also with you. 

 

OFFERING  

 

 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 

Let us pray… 

Blessed are you, 

O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with 

these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the 

care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave himself 

for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

DIALOGUE   
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PREFACE 

 

 
 

SANCTUS 
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THANKSGIVING 

 

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. 

In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son, 

that all those who believe in him should not perish, 

but have eternal life. 

We give thanks to you 

for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. 

Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, 

that we may receive our Lord with a living faith 

as he comes to us in his holy supper. 

 

C:  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

On the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks, blessed it; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

Take and drink; this cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink of this cup, 

We proclaim our Lord’s death until he comes again. 
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LORD’S PRAYER  

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

COMMUNION 

 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
After each, the communicant responds:  

C:  Amen. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C:  Amen 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  

 

Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power 

of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this 

gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen 

 

BLESSING 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C:  Amen 

 

SENDING HYMN:  LBW #346 “When Peace, like a River” 
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DISMISSAL 

 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
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