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PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF LINCOLN
Worship Plan for Sunday, January 11, 2026
Baptism of Our Lord Sunday

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name. Amen

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his
sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the
Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen

GATHERING HYMN: WOV #690 “Shall We Gather at the River”
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Shall We Gather at the River
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1 Shall we gath-er at the riv-er, where bright an - gel feet have trod,

2 On the mar-gin of the riv-er, wash - ing wup its sil - ver spray,
3 Ere we reach the shin-ing riv-er, lay we ev-’ry bur-den down;
4 Soon we’ll reach the shin-ing riv-er, soon our pil-grim-age will cease;
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with its crys-tal tide for-ev - er flow-ing by the throne of God?
we will walk and wor -ship ev - er, all the hap-py gold-en  day.

grace our spir-its will de-liv - er, and pro-vide a  robe and crown.
soon our hap - py hearts will quiv - er with the mel-o - dy of peace.

04 Refrain
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Yes, we’ll gath-er at the riv-er, the beau-ti-ful, the beau-ti-ful v - er;
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gath-er with the saints at the riv - er that flows by the throne of God.

GREETING - AM

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of

the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra- cious Lord. A - men
HYMN OF PRAISE - AM
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This is the feast of vic- to-ry for our God. Al-le-lu - ia,
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PRAYER OF THE DAY - AM
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® The Lord be with you. And al - so with you
Let us pray. . ..

Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan you
proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit.
Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful in their calling to be your
children and inheritors with him of everlasting life; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen

FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 42:1-9

God’s servant is endowed with God’s spirit in order to bring justice to the
nations. The servant will not exercise authority boisterously or with
violence, nor will weariness ever prevent the fulfilling of the servant’s task.



CCLI Copyright License: 21559593/CCLI Streaming License: 21559603/Both expire on 7/31/2026
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License number is: SAS028272 which expires 12/31/2026

God'’s old promises have been fulfilled; the servant’s new assignment is to
bring light to the nations.

'Here is my servant, whom I uphold,
my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
I have put my spirit upon him;
he will bring forth justice to the nations.
>He will not cry out or lift up his voice
or make it heard in the street;
*a bruised reed he will not break,
and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;
he will faithfully bring forth justice.
“He will not grow faint or be crushed
until he has established justice in the earth,
and the coastlands wait for his teaching.

> Thus says God, the LORD,
who created the heavens and stretched them out,
who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
who gives breath to the people upon it
and spirit to those who walk in it:
°I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness;
I have taken you by the hand and kept you;
I have given you as a covenant to the people,
a light to the nations,
"to open the eyes that are blind,
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
from the prison those who sit in darkness.
*] am the LORD; that is my name;
my glory I give to no other,
nor my praise to idols.
’See, the former things have come to pass,
and new things I now declare;
before they spring forth,
I tell you of them.

Here ends the reading.

PSALM for the day is from Psalm 29
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TODAY’s THEME: The voice of the LORD is upon the waters.

' Ascribe to the LORD, you gods,
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
> Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name;
worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.
*The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders;
the LORD is upon the mighty waters.
“The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice;
the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.
*The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees;
the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
*he makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
" The voice of the LORD splits the flames of fire;
the voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness;
the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
*The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe
and strips the forests bare.
? And in the temple of the LORD
all are crying, “Glory!”
“The LORD sits enthroned above the flood;
the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore.
''The LORD shall give strength to his people;
the LORD shall give his people the blessing of peace.

SECOND LESSON Acts 10:34-43
Peter crosses the sharp religious boundary separating Jews from Gentiles
and proclaims the good news of God’s inclusive forgiveness in Jesus’ name
to Cornelius, a Roman centurion. As a result of Peter’s preaching, Cornelius

and his family become the first Gentiles to be baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ.

 Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand
that God shows no partiality, ** but in every people anyone who fears him
and practices righteousness is acceptable to him. ** You know the message he
sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of
all. ”” That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the
baptism that John announced: ** how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with
the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing
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all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. ** We are
witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to
death by hanging him on a tree, *’ but God raised him on the third day and
allowed him to appear, *' not to all the people but to us who were chosen by
God as witnesses and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the
dead. * He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the
one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. * All the prophets
testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of
sins through his name.”

Here ends the reading.
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GOSPEL: Matthew 3:13-17

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 3rd chapter.
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5 Gl - ry to  you, O Lord.

Before Jesus begins his ministry, he is baptized by John, touched by the
Spirit, and identified publicly as God’s child.

' Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him.

'* John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and
do you come to me?” “ But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is
proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented.

' And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water,
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suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit
descending like a dove and alighting on him. "7 And a voice from the heavens
said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to  you, O Christ.

PROCLAMATION OF THE DAY
HYMN OF THE DAY: LBW #82 “As with Gladness Men of Old”

As with Gladness Men of Old
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1 As with glad-ness men of old did the guid-ing star be - hold;
2 As with joy - ful steps they sped, Sav-ior, to thy low-ly  bed,
3 As they of - fered gifts most rare at thy cra-dle, rude and bare,
4 Ho-ly Je - sus, ev-ry day keep us in the nar-row way;
5 In the heav'n-ly coun-try bright need they no cre - a - ted light;
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as  with joy they hailed its light, lead-ing  on - ward,beam-ing bright;
there to bend the knee be - fore thee, whomheav’'n and earth a - dore;
so may we with ho - ly joy, pure and free from sin’s al - loy,
and when earth-ly thingsare past, bring our ran - somed souls at last
thou its light, its joy, its crown,thou its  sun which goes not down;
Q ﬁ I T P . I I I
v+ 71 —F o+
F— C ——FH— —— =
so, most gra-cious Lord, may we ev - er-more be led by thee.
SO may we with will - ing feet ev - er seek thy mer - cy seat.
all our cost-liest trea- sures bring, Christ, to thee, our heav’n-ly Kking.

where they need no star to guide, where no clouds thy glo - ry hide.
there for - ev - er may we sing al - le - lu - ias to our king.

NICENE CREED
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We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen

THE PRAYERS - AM

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the
whole human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.
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A brief silence.

Steadfast God, give courage to your servant church. Heal our divisions and
unite us in mission. Uphold our lay leaders, missionaries, pastors, and
bishops, and all who proclaim hope in a broken world. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Restoring God, cleanse the life-giving waters of rivers, seas, and springs,
especially Apple Creek, Hay Creek, McDowell Dam, Missouri River, and
Lake Oahe. Create in us an urgent desire to preserve the beauty and bounty
of your good creation. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Righteous God, you guide the nations. Reconcile warring enemies and end
cycles of violent retribution. Defend the rights of prisoners, detainees, and
all who flee from persecution. Sustain international aid workers and
peacemakers. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Compassionate God, you care for all in distress. Provide safety and support
for those seeking asylum or in need of shelter. Be near to the dying, and
comfort all who are grieving or ill, especially those from our midst: Patty
Frank, Don Franklund, Doug Rebel, Wade Schultz, Elmer Wagner, Brian
Ventsh, Kyla Guthmiller, Jenny Masset, Jason Wentz, and all others on our
hearts and minds. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Loving God, awaken the gifts of the Spirit in this congregation, that we may
serve Christ by loving one another, our neighbors, and our enemies. We pray
for travelers and those who are homebound. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Abba Father, in our busy lives we don’t take the time away from the
distractions of this world to speak with you as we should, hear now the
prayers that we offer in the silence of our hearts. A brief silence. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

Promising God, in baptism we die and rise with Christ. We give thanks for
those who have gone before us, and we trust that we will join them in your
everlasting peace. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we
commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us
in Christ Jesus our Savior.

Amen.



PEACE - AM
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The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray...

Blessed are you,
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O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have
blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service
and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have
made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen
DIALOGUE
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Christ our Lord. Sharing our life. he lived a-mong us to re- veal vour
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THANKSGIVING

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.

In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son,
that all those who believe in him should not perish,
but have eternal life.

We give thanks to you

for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.
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Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,
that we may receive our Lord with a living faith
as he comes to us in his holy supper.

C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

On the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks, blessed it;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
Take and drink; this cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink of this cup,
We proclaim our Lord’s death until he comes again.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION

The body of Christ, given for you.



The blood of Christ, shed for you.
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After each, the communicant responds:

C: Amen.
COMMUNION HYMN
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in

his grace.
C: Amen
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Let all who seek the

Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear his name.
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray.
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the
healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would
strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love
toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and =+ give you peace.
Amen

SENDING HYMN: WOV #723 “The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve”
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The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve
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I The Spir-it  sends us forth to  serve; we go in
2 We go to com - fort those who mourn and set the
3 We go to be the hands of Christ, to scat - ter
4 Then let us go to serve in  peace, the gos - pel
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Je - sus’ name to bring glad tid - ings
bur - dened free; where hope is dim, to
joy like seed and, all our days, to
to pro - claim. God’s Spir - it has em
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to the poor, God’s fa - vor to pro - claim.

share a dream and help the blind to see.

cher - ish life, to do the lov - ing deed.

pow - ered us; we 2o in Je - sus’  name.
DISMISSAL

Fed, nourished, and forgiven, go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



